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Make & Model:

Age: 

Asking Price: £

Seller’s Details: 

Caravan make, model and age suitable and as described 

Phone CRIS and/or Theftcheck to confirm ownership 
CRIS 01722 411430 
Theftcheck 01342 336885 

Service history 
Handbook 
CRIS registrations details 
Other relevant paperwork 
Weight, length and width of caravan suitable for your car. 

Style, layout and condition of the interior acceptable. 

Rust on galvanized chassis? –look for breaches in the galvanized process where 
rust may occur eg drilled holes. (‘White rust’ is unsightly but not harmful). 
 Look for stress cracks: 
i) where the coupling head bolts to the A-frame 
ii) where the A-frame joins the main chassis members 
iii) where the axle mounts to the chassis 
 Look for bends or bulges - chassis may have been grounded, eg on a ferry ramp 
 Check corner steadies operate smoothly and are not bent 
 Check jockey wheel winds smoothly up and down and the thread is not damaged. 

 Age of tyres - if over five years old they will need to be replaced. 
 Check spare-wheel tyre matches other tyres. 
 Look for stress cracks around wheel holes, or dents in wheel rim from kerb damage. 

 Check service history for maintenance and adjustment; if not available, have a detailed 
inspection carried out before or immediately after purchase. 
 Check handbrake is effective. 
 Check overrun damper is sound by pushing the hitch back towards the caravan body. 
A firm push to compress indicates a healthy damper. 

 Check the coupling action is smooth and parts are well lubricated. 

 Check for water in the light covers and signs of green mould. 
 Check the 7 pin cables and plugs are clean and free from damage. 
 Connect up to your vehicle and test lights if possible. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Used Caravan Checklist



Electrics

ITEM 

Bodywork 

Water System
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Notes: 

Check for accident damage or new panels - may be more visible from a distance 
Check sides of caravan run straight and do not bow in or out. 

Check seams for signs of the mastic drying out or cracking. If one section looks 
chalky or dry, chances are all the mastic has suffered a similar fate.
 Look for signs of stress cracking or cracking on plastic panels. A degree of 
surface crazing is acceptable but cracks will need attention.
 Give grab handles a tug to make sure they are secure. 
 Check the inside with a damp meter if available or rely on eyes, nose and touch
to detect damp. 
 Walk up and down the whole floor. If it feels bouncy, floor delamination may
be a problem. 
 Try to see the roof - standing water or staining around openings may lead to 
damp problems.

 The 12v system can only be checked if a battery is installed, or if you connect to 
your car battery. A seller should not object if you are a genuine purchaser. 
Mains installation - is there an inspection certificate? If not, the installation 

should be checked over by a qualified electrician. If buying from a dealer, ask 
for this as part of the deal. 

 Look for signs of perishing of the LPG hose and if in doubt, replace before using 
the caravan. In any case, hoses should be replaced every three years. 
 Inspect copper piping for signs of damage. 
 Check the appliances are working if possible (requires the attachment of an LPG 
cylinder and appropriate regulator). 
 Always have the caravan system checked over by a competent person before use. 

 Check the function of taps, pump, shower etc. 
 Is the pipework clean and undamaged? 
 Look for leaks, and check drains work properly. 

  
  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  
  
 



One of the worse things that can happen to a caravan is 
water penetration of the structure. This can cause 
extensive damage to the caravan walls, floor and roof

Ideally you should arm yourself with a moisture meter or
damp detector; these can be purchased from DIY stores 
and cost around £20. Although not as sophisticated as
the devices used by caravan dealers, a damp meter will 
give you a general indication of damp problems, and 
improve your credibility as a serious purchaser with the 
dealer. You may be in a stronger bargaining position, 
should you suspect any problems. If there is any
objection to you using a meter, ask yourself what is
being concealed. Most caravan dealers should be quite 
happy to run their professional damp meter over any 
caravan you are interested in buying (if there is nothing
to hide!). 

Checking the interior thoroughly is invaluable. Look
under the sink and by any pump to ensure no joints have

and may not be noticeable to the casual observer, and it
is very expensive to put right.

leaked onto shelving. Inspect the mattresses and
cushions, particularly underneath, for damp and
staining. Check inside cupboards, bed lockers etc too,
and anywhere with a corresponding outside seal on 
the caravan. Just remember water will work its way 
downward. Mismatching veneer or paper, or any obvious
attempt at re-covering the wall should be a clue. Lightly 
press any suspect areas, as softness may well indicate rot.
Use your nose too –if it smells mouldy, it probably is! 

It’s best to ask for evidence of how long the previous
owner has had the caravan. If it is only a year or so, be a
little suspicious. It has been known for an unscrupulous
owner to sell a caravan where a damp problem has been
diagnosed after the first service, rather than pay for the
necessary repairs.
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Caravan Club
Quality & Reliability Survey 2005
Caravans Up To 3 Years Old
Across all makes, an average of
11% of caravans had a water
ingress problem during their 
first three years. For those
reporting a problem, this
diagram shows the areas 
where dampness occurred.

Checking For Ingress

If Water Ingress Occurs, Where Is It Likely To Be? 
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